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Festus Burchfield, Flotilla Commander 

Here’s a quick recap of 
significant happenings 
during October and a 
look at what’s ahead in 
November: 
 
Hurricane Matthew 
blew through South Car-

olina from Oct. 05-08, causing extensive dam-
age, erosion and power outages along the 
coastal areas.    
 
The Auxiliary Everbridge system was put into 
service by USCG Sector Charleston to contact 
members throughout  Sector AOR (area of re-
sponsibility). Flotilla 12-3 reported 100% ac-
countability and many thanks to Calvin Bow-
en, FSO-CS, for checking on members with 
our own Member Contact Plan.   
 
Boat crew navigation charting and training 
took place during the Hurricane “down time” 
for members working towards certification in 
the boat crew program.   

 
Flotilla 12-3 Election Results 
 

Newly elected on Oct. 24, 2016, as Flotilla 
Commander is Michael Mikutaitis and Flotilla 
Vice Commander is Robert Falsetti.   Please 
give them your support and assistance to con-
tinue our progress in the Auxiliary missions 
and programs.  
 
2017 Flotilla Staff Officers 
 

The new FC will appoint his own FSO 
team to begin January 1, 2017.  The 
2016 Flotilla Staff Officer appointment 
terms end on December 31, 2016.    
 
I would like to express my sincere ap-
preciation to all Flotilla Staff Officers 
for their dedication, participation and 
attendance at flotilla meetings and 
events.  You are the leadership team 
that ensures a successful and active 
flotilla.  Thank you.  

Southshore Marina 
 

Our sincere gratitude goes to Southshore Marina 
for  their kind hospitality on Oct. 21, 22 and 29 in 
support of surface operations training and QE au-
dits.  It will not be forgotten! 
 
Veterans Day Parade, November 11 
 

Contact Al Crothers to join the Team Coast Guard 
trio of boats being towed in the Columbia Veter-
ans Day Parade.  Many thanks to Al Crothers for 
adding his PWC operational facility to the boats 
from Flotilla 12-1 and USCG Station Charleston.   
 
Auxiliary Dock Project 
 

Gather up your tools and charge up your power 
drills:  Kenny Uschelbec is ready to rip (the dock 
that is!) Members will be contacted by email 
about work party dates and times. This long 
awaited project has generated a lot of enthusiasm 
and support from members.  
 
Flotilla Change of Watch, November 28 
 

Honored guests include District 7 Commodore 
Robert Weskerna and U.S. Coast Guard active 
duty.  Featured are several member awards, the 
2016 Flotilla Spirit Award, surprise special recog-
nition and exclusive member gifts.  Grecian Gar-
dens Restaurant will prepare a dinner buffet this 
year. RSVP by Nov. 23 to Barbara Burchfield to 
attend.  
 
Auxiliary Flotilla 12-3 Sign  
 

Everyone give Bill Lindsay a thank you and pat on 
the back for donating a wall sign to complement 
the Auxiliary space in the building at Flotilla Is-
land.  

Bill Lindsay, FSO-PA, and Matthew Lindsay show the new Flotilla 12-3 wall sign to members at 
the Oct. 24 flotilla meeting. Photo by Calvin Bowen, FSO-CM. 



 

 

 

Member Award/Certificate Description 

FLOTILLA 12-3 National 2015 Growth Award Membership Growth 

BURCHFIELD, Festus 2015 Commodore’s Certificate of Excellence 
Operations, Marine Safety, 
RBS & Member Services 

BURCHFIELD, Barbara 2015 Commodore’s Certificate of Excellence RBS & Member Services 

BURCHFIELD, Barbara 2015 Century Club Award 100+ VE/PV  

Member recognition with awards and certificates were presented below at the Oct. 24 flotilla meeting.    

Chain of Leadership (COL) 

No joke - this is important.  Auxiliary members 
are reminded to follow protocol and the direct 
line of COL.  Also, refrain from using “bcc” when 
sending emails.  
 
District 7 members should review the entire 
Chain of Leadership policies in AUXMAN Chapter 
1.C.1. Auxiliary Leadership and Management.  
Excerpts from the chapter: 
 

“In the Auxiliary, the phrase “chain of leader-
ship and management” describes  system of 
organizational communication and responsi-
bility providing for an effective and efficient 
path for the flow of information through all 
organizational levels. The system is best de-
scribed as a chain of leadership and manage-
ment rather than a chain of command, as no 
military command authority exists. 
 
Auxiliary elected leaders must convey policy 
frequently, accurately, and consistently to 
Auxiliary unit members via the chain of lead-
ership and management. Likewise, all Auxil-
iarists are expected to use the chain of lead-
ership and management for giving and getting 
information and voicing appropriate concerns. 
All members should recognize that an elected 
leader’s experience offers a great potential to 
solve problems.” 

 

Bravo Zulu and congratulations to members 
for their successful completion of Qualification 
Examinations (QE) in October:  
 
 

PERSONAL WATERCRAFT OPERATORS 
  

New PWO certifications  Festus Burchfield 

 Al Crothers 
 
BOAT CREW PROGRAM  
 
Coxswain re-certification  Al Crothers 
 

Crew re-certification Barbara Burchfield 

 Roger Deaton  

 Kenny Uschelbec 
 

New Crew certification  Robert Falsetti  

 



 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Calvin Bowen, FSO-CM 
 
The Sector Charleston Communications Meet-
ing on Oct. 5 was cancelled due to Hurricane 
Matthew, however we did test out our local 
Member Contact Plan and  responded well to 
the Everbridge notifications.  Everbridge sent 
out text messages and emails to members to 
check on them.  
 
Dave Fuller, an Everbridge Administrator, re-
ported good response from over 500 members 
in Divisions 10 and 12:  
 
“In the first 15 minutes of the post storm ac-
countability message, we had over 50% of our 
members respond that they were safe. Within an 
hour, that had risen to nearly 70%. Of the mem-
bers responding within the first 15 minutes, more 
than 60% of them responded by text. Our overall 
response rate almost reached 90% overall at 6 
hours.” 

 

Flotilla members are reminded to make sure 
their phone numbers, addresses and contact 
information in AuxDirectory is current.  Log in  
to AuxDirectory to confirm your personal infor-
mation.  Make changes on Form 7028 right on 
your contact page.  

Staff Officer Reports 

VESSEL EXAMINATIONS 
John Mezynski, FSO-VE 
 
AuxData shows 198 vessel safety checks 
completed and reported on October 30.   
 
Vessel Examiners:  If you have not reported a 
minimum of five VSC by December 15, you 
will go into REYR status.   
 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE - GIVE A VSC! 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
Festus Burchfield, FSO-HR 
 

Flotilla 12-3 received the National Commo-
dore’s Membership Growth Award for 2015. 
 
Longtime members George and Juanita 
Mendenhall elected to take retirement in 
October.  Their 34 year Auxiliary membership 
began in 1982.  We wish them happiness and 
good health in their retirement and hope to see 
them at some of our future functions.  
 
On November 2, we attended a district HR 
webinar and received further instructions for 
retirement, transfers and disenrollment proce-
dures.  We were told District 7 may introduce 
some means to retrieve Auxiliary ID cards from 
members who disenroll or retirement.   
 
The Auxiliary ID card is the property of the 
U. S. Coast Guard.  
 
We have been contacted by two more persons 
interested in membership and will visit with 
them soon.   
 

PROGRAM VISITATIONS 
Robert Falsetti, FSO-PV 
 
We broke the 2015 record with 153 program 
visits reported at the end of October.   

2016 Staff Officer positions 

expire Dec. 31, 2016.   

Thank you for your service! 

Festus Burchfield, FC 12-3 P
u

b
lic im

age 

https://auxofficer.cgaux.org/auxoff/index.php


 

 

 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
Bill Lindsay, FSO-PA 
 

Community Outreach:  
 
Midlands Striper Club 

Festus Burchfield, FC, and Barbara Burchfield accept-
ed an invitation from the Midlands Striper Club as 
guest speakers at their Tuesday, Oct. 11 meeting at 
the Flight Deck Restaurant.   FC gave an introductory 
talk about the USCG Auxiliary and Flotilla 12-3 Lake 
Murray, followed by two videos about cold water 
shock, cold water immersion and hypothermia to 
approximately 60 MSC members.   

 

Chapin Chamber Newsletter  Articles                     

Flotilla 12-3 submitted two safety announcements 
which were published in the Chapin Chamber of 
Commerce online newsletters in October.  The first 
article featured safety videos. 
 
“Safer Paddling” Videos produced with U.S. 
Coast Guard Non-Profit Grant 
 

The non-profit Water Sports Foundation recent-
ly released its eight series paddle sports safety 
videos funded by a grant from the U.S. Coast 
Guard.    
 
The Safer Paddling Series is a collection of highly 
specialized paddle sports safety videos.  They 
are divided into safety categories: Lifejackets, 
What to Wear, Essential Paddling Gear, How to 
Paddle Your Kayak, Plan Your Trip, Traffic Rules 
for Paddlers, What If I Flip? and Calling for Help. 
 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 12-3 Lake 
Murray encourages paddlers to take a look at 
the short safety videos, located at http://
www.nasbla.org/saferpaddling  

MATERIALS 
Michael Mikutaitis, FSO-MA 
 
Supplies and materials from the Auxiliary Na-
tional Supply Center were requested for two 
members last month.   
 
Send your supply requests to me with your 
name, ID number and mailing address.  The 
items will be sent to your home.   
 
Search for items in the ANSC Catalog available 
from the Forms Warehouse. 

 

 

Think Auxiliary!   
We are here to support the USCG and our 
community with numerous skills and talents.   

Chapin Chamber Newsletter  Articles (continued)                

This is the second article published in October. 
 
“Cold Water Survival” 
 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Lake Murray wants 
you to know that any water colder than 68F can 
have a direct effect on your survival if you fall 
overboard.   
 
The effects of cold water immersion are cold 
shock response, cold incapacitation,  hypother-
mia, and circumrescue collapse, according to 
Cold Water Boot Camp studies.   
 
The first effect upon entering the water, cold 
shock response, lasts for only about a minute 
and refers to the affect that cold water has on 
your breathing.  After entering the water, there 
is an automatic gasp reflex in response to rapid 
skin cooling.  If a person's head goes underwa-
ter, water may be breathed into the lungs during 
the gasp and can result in drowning.   
 
Wearing a life jacket will help 
keep you from breathing in 
water during cold water 
shock, minimize loss of energy 
and keep you afloat until res-
cuers come.  Be smart and be 
safe by wearing a life jacket.  

http://www.nasbla.org/saferpaddling
http://www.nasbla.org/saferpaddling
http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/publications/comdtinst/default.asp


 

 

 

“Wanderer” 

“Intrepid” 

NAVIGATION SYSTEMS 
Roger Deaton, FSO-NS 
 
U.S. Coast Guard Changes Local Notice to Mar-
iners (LNM) Subscription Service 
 
Source: Seventh Coast Guard District 
 
Notice to Mariners (NM) is published weekly by 
the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 
(NGA) and contains important safety  and navi-
gation information. 
 
Local Notices to Mariners (LNM) is also pub-
lished weekly by each of the nine U.S. Coast 
Guard Districts and contains up-to-date alerts for 
each district such as channel dredging, shoaling 
changes, new wrecks or obstructions, additions 
or changes to navigation aids, etc.  LNM is the 
local information source for boaters who operate 
in the constantly changing coastal waterways.  
 
The U.S. Coast Guard announced on Oct. 6, 2016, 
that it is shifting its subscription messaging ser-
vice from the current service provider to an im-
proved platform by GovDelivery.com.  The new 
service will provide information in assorted for-
mats - via email, on mobile devices, and through 
social media integration.  

The Coast Guard announcement further states 
that “GovDelivery.com allows for customized and 
expanded access to U.S. Coast Guard and other 
government information based upon your partic-
ular interests.”  
 
An email confirmation, mobile number for texts 
and a password for subscription service to your 
computer and/or mobile device is required.   
 

INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
Michael Mikutaitis, FSO-IS 
 
As of Oct. 30, AuxData shows Flotilla 12-3 mem-
bers reported nearly 
 

8,800 volunteer hours! 

Please continue to send your reports to me or 
suedsois7@gmail.com

COMMUNICATION SERVICES 
Barbara Burchfield, FSO-CS 

When you visit the flotilla 
website , you’ll see a new 2016 
IT logo on the homepage.  Not 
every USCG Auxiliary website 
has one.   
 
Flotilla 12-3 web site was reviewed on Oct. 16 
for national approval, and the National IT Group 
found it to be in compliance with national stand-
ards.   
 
The 2016 logo was added to the original 2013 IT 
logo received when I changed the existing web-
site to meet the national Auxiliary standards.   
 

www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com 
 
Home page also features a new Flotilla 12-3 In-
troduction; click on the island picture to open a  
document about Flotilla 12-3, the Auxiliary and 
how to join us. 
 
A new presentation about ODU uniforms can be 
found in the Member Zone under “Uniforms”.  
AUXID and password required for access.  Find 
out the fundamentals of the ODU uniform: 
 Uniform components 
 Standards for wearing ODU 
 Where to purchase 

mailto:suedsois7@gmail.com
http://www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com


 

 

 

MEMBER TRAINING 
Al Crothers, FSO-MT 
 

At the Oct. 24 flotilla meeting I was pleased to show the 
bright green colors on a list that  represents members 
who have completed AUXMT courses.  With new mem-
bers finishing the courses immediately after enrolling 
and recent retirements, over 80% of our members have 
completed AUXMT requirements.   If we reach 90% or 
higher, we will be eligible for the National Commo-
dore’s (NACO) 3 Star Award for Excellence in Auxiliary  
Mandated Training. 
 
Also at the meeting, I gave a member training session 
presentation “2016 ODU Uniform Guide” for surface 
operations.  The PowerPoint is a useful tool for new 
members and has been uploaded to the flotilla website 
Member Zone.   Other member training events: 
 
 The boat crew training program held navigation 

and charting sessions on 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 13, 18 and 20 
OCT.   

 
 On-water training included towing evolutions with 

a local LCSD Marine Patrol Unit on October 14.  A 
big thank you to Sgt. Troy Livingston, who is certi-
fied as a NASBLA BOAT Instructor and provides 
training to law enforcement and others.   

 
 The surface operations training sessions concluded 

with two QE Audits on Oct. 22 and Oct. 29.   
 
 Two AUXFAC conducted on-water training on Fri-

day, Oct. 14, for more tows and other drills.  
 
 New member John Bradley helped with the Lake 

Murray SUP Classic event on AUXFAC “Wanderer”.  
 
 Several members completed ICS courses in October.  
 
 We are planning an ABS course for new members 

and families, and TCT (4hr) in the near future.  
 
 AUX Food Service introduction meeting will be Nov. 

5 at USCG Station Charleston.   

Calvin and Hiroko Bowen represent good role 
models for wearing the ODU uniforms. 

  Find it in the Member Zone at  

www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com 

http://www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com


 

 

 

Coxswain Al Crothers, with Barbara Burchfield and 
John Bradley, supported the 5th Annual Lake Mur-
ray SUP Classic on October 1 with  Ann Graham, 
PWO from FL 12-6 East Cooper.  Operational facili-
ties “Wanderer” and “Voo Doo” assisted Lexington 
County Marine Patrols and SC DNR in providing 
safety zones for the paddlers.  

 
The SUP Classic, presented by Lake Murray 
Paddle Club, features several races for all 
skill levels, including  children races, first 
timer’s race, long and short distance races 
for intermediate and advanced paddlers, and 
a Special Olympics South Carolina Area 7 
team race.  Race proceeds benefit the Special 
Olympics South Carolina.  
 

OPERATIONS 
Festus Burchfield, FSO-OP 

AUXFAC “Wanderer” assists  

the Lake Murray SUP Classic  

Left: LCSD Sgt. Troy Livingston and Austin Pace, marine medic, 
and PWO Ann Graham raft up with “Wanderer” for a briefing 
prior to the races.  
 

Below: PWO Ann Graham watches paddlers progress to the 
buoy marker. Photos by Barbara Burchfield and Ann Graham.  



 

 

 

OPERATIONS 
Festus Burchfield, FSO-OP 

Anyone who has achieved Coxswain or Boat Crew 
qualifications in the USCG Auxiliary boat crew pro-
gram will tell you that it is not simple.  Months of 
time, study and training conclude with a QE Audit of 
proficiency and knowledge.  Five flotilla members 
completed all necessary qualification tasks as well 
as several navigation and charting sessions in Octo-
ber.  On-water training continued right up to the 
day before the boat crew QE Audit on October 22.  
 
Congratulations and big shout out to COMO Robert 
Weskerna, Coxswain re-cert, FL 12-6, and our own 
FL 12-3 members: 
 
Al Crothers, Coxswain re-cert 
Barbara Burchfield, crew re-cert 
Roger Deaton, crew re-cert 
Kenny Uschelbec, crew re-cert 
Robert Falsetti, new crew certification 

 
A real detriment to scheduling the QE Audit was 
lack of Coast Guard funding for QE Examiners travel, 
and a restriction was imposed for QE travel more 
than 50 miles from mid-August to October 15.   
 
This, in turn, created a backlog of QE Audits 
throughout the Sector and a scramble to get crews 
initially qualified or complete the triennial audits 
before year end.  We were fortunate to finish our 
audits for boat crew and PWO during October.  

 

Boat Crew Program  
 
Take these easy steps to find descriptions, require-
ments, manuals and how to complete the training: 

 
myCGaux member portal   
(AUXID and password required) 
 
In Directories, choose  

Training Compendium 
 

Choose Boat Crew  
under Response (Operations)  
 

 
Contact FSO-MT or FSO-OP to join the program 
 

Left: Festus Burchfield and Robert Falsetti go through the pre-
underway checklist as COMO Robert Weskerna tests the loud hailer. 
Below: AUXFAC “Voyager” tows AUXFAC “Wanderer” during the QE 
Audit. Photos by Barbara Burchfield. 

http://cgaux.org/swl/login.php


 

 

 

OPERATIONS:  PWO QE AUDIT OCTOBER 29, 2016 
 
District 7 Coast Guard Operations Training Officer, BOSN4 Charles 
“Bee” Perry, observes the  Qualification Examination (QE) for four 
Personal Watercraft Operators at Lake Murray on October 29, 
2016.  Ann Graham waits her turn for a check-ride. 
 

Festus Burchfield and Al Crothers, FL 12-3, Ann Graham ,FL 12-6 
East Cooper, and Douglas Townes, FL 23 Northeast Georgia, com-
pleted the shoreside and on-water audit  to qualify or re-quality for 
Personal Watercraft Operators.   

COMO Robert Weskerna and Ann Graham, FL 12-6; Festus Burchfield and Al Crothers, 
FL 12-3; BOSN4 Perry (OTO) 7th Coast Guard District, USCG Station Miami; Douglas 
Townes, FL 23; Janee Henderson, QE Coordinator-PWO and Jerry Henderson, Chief QE 
Coordinator District 7, FL 57 Okeechobee, Fla. Photos by Barbara Burchfield. 

 
The QE audit results 

tripled the number 
of qualified PWO in 

Division 12.    
 

More mentor and 
training opportunities  

are now available.  



 

 

 

 

Self Driving boats to be unleashed in Amsterdam 
CNN  
 

As self-driving cars begin to appear on public highways, the 
first autonomous boats are heading for the waterways of Am-
sterdam.  
 
The "Roboat" is expected to make its maiden voyage in 2017, 
the product of a $27 million collaboration between the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology and the Amsterdam Institute 
for Advanced Metropolitan Solutions.  
 
The cutting-edge crafts will offer a range of urban solutions 
from public transport to pollution sensing and water-based 
venues. If trials are successful, a fleet of Roboats will soon be 
operating in the Dutch capital, and around the world. 
READ MORE  

In the “OH-MY” news…. 

Camper-boat launches  

There’s a twist on camping:  the 
Sealander camper-boat!   
 
This  recreational vehicle gets towed to 
the ramp and launched as a camper-
boat.  It might be an interesting over-
night stay in high traffic areas! 

 

Notice 

These articles are informational 

only. The U.S. Coast Guard Auxil-

iary does not endorse, approve or 

certify such information, nor does 

it guarantee the accuracy, com-

pleteness, timeliness or correct 

sequencing of such information.   

http://www.cnn.com/2016/10/12/design/self-driving-boats-mit/index.html


 

 

 

Prohibition of Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS)  
 
Chief Director of Auxiliary 
ALAUX 011/16 posted Oct. 16, 2016 

 
1.  Due to the rapid proliferation of available, affordable, and 
highly-capable commercial Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS), 
COMDT (CG-7) released ALCOAST 331/16 on 14SEP16.  This 
ALCOAST specifically prohibited the acquisition and operation 
of UAS by Coast Guard units without the express permission 
of CG-711. 
 
2.  This prohibition applies to members of the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. Auxiliarists are prohibited from operating UAS in 
the performance of any authorized Auxiliary activity under 
any circumstance, including prohibition from operating UAS 
for testing or prototyping purposes. 
 
3.  The potential exists for UAS capabilities to be offered to 
the Coast Guard by Auxiliarists. The Chief Director is charter-
ing a working group to explore a way forward which would 
enable Auxiliary members to operate UAS on behalf of Coast 
Guard Order Issuing Authorities.  This working group will be 
staffed by representatives from Coast Guard Program Offices, 
including CG-711/41/1131, Auxiliary national staff members, 
and Auxiliary members from PACAREA, LANTAREA West and 
LANTAREA East. 
 
4.  The Chief Director is currently soliciting experienced UAS 
operators to apply to be members of the working group in 
order to add their subject matter expertise to the discussion.  
Interested members should email their UAS resume to Com-
modore Karel Kester, at karel.kester.cgauxnet.us. 
 
5.    The purpose of this list is to keep Auxiliarists as well as all 
other interested parties abreast of current developments, 
policies, manuals, etc. All information contained herein and 
linked is OFFICIAL policy and Information. 
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FREE TO USCG AUXILIARY MEMBERS 
 

 AUXWEA (Weather) Specialty Course  

As of November 2016,  the new AUXWEA student 
study guide and power point slides will be posted 
on the AUXOP web portal.  
 
For this new course only study guides and slides 
from the AUXOP portal are to be used.  Existing 
hard copy material, including AUXWEA exams, will 
be obsolete once the new material is posted.   
 
New AUXWEA exams are to be taken on the Na-
tional Testing Center (NTC) website located at: 
http://ntc.cgaux.org. 

 
 

 Basic Qualification Course (BQC II)  
Find it in the AUXCLASSROOM 

 

One of the many benefits of being a USCG Auxiliary 
member is the extensive amount of free training.  
It’s winter - take a course!   

See how our other member benefits stack up at 
CGAUXA Member Benefits 

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=T-DEPT&category=auxwea
http://ntc.cgaux.org/
http://classroom2.cgaux.org/moodle/login/index.php
https://www.cgauxa.org/auxa/member-benefits/

